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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus configured for 
transmitting aft-encoded information by using tbe-a_priority added to sa i d the encoded 
information and thereby th i nn i ng to thin the encoded information t^when (1) an actual 
transfer rate of the encoded information exceeds tbe-a_target transfer rate of the 
encoded information for a video or audio or (2) i t i s dec i ded a decision is made that a 
writing of said encoded information into a transmitting buffer is delayed , the decision 
being based on a as the result of comparing the- an elapsed time after start of 
transmission with a period time added to the encoded information, the added time 
indicating when the encoded information is to be decoded or output added to sa i d 
encoded — i nformat i on. , the apparatus further configured to thin the encoded 
information by: 

determining a priority threshold to achieve a desired transmission rate of the 
encoded information, 

transmitting the encoded information when the priority of the encoded 
information satisfies the priority threshold, and 

when the encoded information is lost at a frequency exceeding a threshold 
value, adjusting the priority threshold. 

24-58. (Cancelled) 
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59. (Currently Amended) A data processing method comprising the steps 

of: 

successively inputting classified time-series data and its-priority information 
comprising a priority for each inputted time-series data : af*4 

determining a threshold priority for retransmitting a requested portion of the 
time-series data; 

transmitting the time-series data and the priority information: 

receiving the time-series data and the priority information: 

ft)-when toe-information for sa i d c l ass i f i cd in the received time-series data is 
damaged or lost , performing retransm i ss i on request ing retransmission of time-series 
data corresponding to the damaged or lost information process i ng i n order to request 
retransm i ss i on of sa i d damogcd data and (2) j , 

when said c l ass i f i ed transmitted time-series data is cont i nuous l y or frequently 
damaged or lost at a frequency exceeding a threshold value , adjusting the threshold 
priority: and 

apply i ng — said — retransm i ss i on — request — process i ng — en\y — te — h i gh pr i or i ty 
dete retransmitting the requested time-series data when the priority of the requested 
time-series data corresponding to the damaged or lost information satisfies the 
threshold priority . 

60. (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus character i zed 
^ configured for: 

successively i nputt i ng receiving classified time-series data and rts— priority 
information comprising a priority for each received time-series data : eftd 
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determining a threshold priority for requesting retransmission of a portion of 
the received time-series data; 

{4^-when the-information for sa i d c l ass i f i ed in the received time-series data is 
damaged or lost , perform i ng retran s m is s i on requesting process i ng i n order to request 
retransmission of sete time-series data corresponding to the damaged or lost data and, 
(2) when sa i d c l a s s i f i ed t i me ser i es data i s cont i nuous l y or frequent l y l ost, app l y i ng 
sa i d retransm i ss i on request process i ng on l y to h i gh pr i or i ty doto information if the 
priority of the requested time-series data corresponding to the damaged or lost 
information satisfies the threshold priority; and 

when information in the classified time-series data is damaged or lost at a 
frequency exceeding a threshold value, adjusting the threshold priority . 

61. (Currently Amended) A data processing method comprising the steps 

of: 

successively inputting classified time-series data and rts-priority information 
comprising a priority for each inputted time-series data: 

determining a threshold priority for transmitting the time-series data to achieve 
a desired transmission rate : and 

preferentia l ly transmitting each of sa i d the high pr i ority classified time-series 
data comprising i n accordonce w i th the amount of said c l ass i fied t i me scr i es data to 
be transmittcd a priority that satisfies the threshold priority: and 

when the transmitted time-series data is lost at a frequency exceeding a 
threshold value, adjusting the threshold priority . 

62. (Currently Amended) A data processing apparatus chorocter i zed 
by configured for : 
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successively i nputt i nq receivinq classified time-series data and Its— priority 
information comprising a priority for each received time series data ;-af^ 

determining a priority threshold to achieve a desired transmission rate: 

preferent i a ll y transmitting sa i d h i gh pr i or i ty each of the classified time-series 
data i n accordance w i th thc comprising a priority that satisfies the priority threshold 
omount of sa i d cla s sif i ed t i me ser i es data to be transm i tted ; and 

adjusting the priority threshold to achieve the desired transmission rate when 
the desired transmission rate has not been achieved . 

63-94. (Cancelled) 

95. (Currently Amended) A data processing method comprising the step 

obi 

transmitting af*-encoded information by using thea priority added to sa44the 
encoded information ond thereby th i nn i ng i t to thin the encoded information when (1) 
an actual transfer rate of the encoded information exceeds tbea target transfer rate of 
the encoded information for a video or audio or (2) i t i s dcc i dcd a decision is made that 
a_writing of said encoded information into a transmitting buffer is delayed as the , the 
decision being based on a result of comparing tbean elapsed time after start of 
transmission with a peHe^ time added to the encoded information, the added time 
indicating when the encoded information is to be decoded or output oddcd to soid 
encoded informot i on j. 

determining a priority threshold to achieve a desired transmission rate of the 
encoded information: and 

adjusting the priority threshold to achieve the desired transmission rate when 
the desired transmission rate has not been achieved. 
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wherein encoded information comprising a priority that does not satisfy the 
priority threshold is not transmitted and encoded information comprising a priority 
that does satisfy the priority threshold is transmitted, thereby effecting thinning of the 
transmitted encoded information . 

96. (New) The data processing apparatus of claim 23, wherein when a loss 
rate of encoded information or a retransmission frequency is great, an increased 
priority is given to the encoded information that should be retransmitted in order to 
decrease the loss rate or the retransmission frequency. 

97. (New) The data processing method of claim 59, wherein when a loss 
rate of encoded information or a retransmission frequency is great, an increased 
priority is given to the encoded information that should be retransmitted in order to 
decrease the loss rate or the retransmission frequency. 

98. (New) The data processing method of claim 61, wherein when a loss 
rate of encoded information or a retransmission frequency is great, an increased 
priority is given to the encoded information that should be retransmitted in order to 
decrease the loss rate or the retransmission frequency. 
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